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polling, in a systematic fashion, a plurality of data ports 
connected to a network to determine which port, if any, 
contains a data packet available for processing 



104 



fragmenting the available data packet into at least one 
data cell having a defined size; wherein this fragmentation 
continues until a user-defined number of cells are 
generated 



106 



monitoring the number of data cells produced to 
determine if the user defined number of cells have been 
generated 



108 



initiating the polling process, if it is determined that the user defined 
number of cells have been generated, to determine if any other port 
contains a data packet available for processing 



110 



storing at least one data element concerning the data packet currently 
being processed if it is determined that another port contains a data 
packet available for processing, wherein this data element allows for 
subsequent processing of the remainder of the data packet currently 
being processed 



112 



initiating the fragmentation process, if it is determined that another port 
contains a data packet for processing, to fragment the data packet on 
the other port into at least one data cell having a defined size; wherein 

the packet fragmentation process continues fragmenting the data 
packet on the other port into data cells until the user-defined number 
of cells are generated 
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determining if the data packet has been fully fragmented 
into at least one data cell 



116 



initiating the polling process, if it is determined that the data packet 
has been fully fragmented into at least one data cell, to determine if 
any other port contains a data packet available for processing 



118 



initiating the fragmentation process, if it is determined that another port 
contains a data packet for processing, to fragment the data packet on 
the other port into at least one data cell having a defined size; wherein 

the packet fragmentation process continues fragmenting the data 
packet on the other port into data cells until the user-defined number 
of cells are generated 
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polling, in a systematic fashion, a plurality 
of data ports connected to a network to 
determine which port, if any, contains a 
data packet available for processing 



208 



fragmenting the available data packet into 
at least one data cell having a defined size; 
wherein this fragmentation continues until a 
user-defined number of cells are generated 
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Fig. 3 
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polling, in a systematic fashion, a plurality 
of data ports connected to a network to 
determine which port, if any, contains a 
data packet available for processing 
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fragmenting the available data packet into 
at least one data cell having a defined size; 
wherein this fragmentation continues until a 
user-defined number of cells are generated 
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Fig. 4 



